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Letter from the secretary general

Itis my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2026 session of TEKMUN. On
behalf of the Secretariat and the Organization Team, we are very excited to
host you for an amazing experience of diplomacy, negotiation, and teamwork.

In today’s fast-changing world, we need critical thinking and cooperation more
than ever. At TEKMUN'26, we believe that young people are not just future
leaders, but today's problem solvers, we aim to provide a platform where
different views come together to create new solutions.

Our team has carefully prepared a wide range of committees. Whether this is
your first time as a delegate or you are highly experienced, you will find a
great place to express your ideas. Throughout the conference, we expect to
see active debates, strong teamwork, and, above all, mutual respect. We're
not preparing just any conference, we're bringing a new vision to Tekirdag's
MUN Culture

| encourage you to take this opportunity with an open mind. Challenge
yourselves, listen to others, and try to find a common ground. Let’s work
together to make TEKMUN'26 a highly successful and memorable conference.

| look forward to meeting you all very soon.
Sincerely,

Emre Battal



1.Introduction to the committee:
The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee(SOCHUM) is the Third
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly. It was established in
1945 and later helped with the creation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in 1948. SOCHUM focuses on issues related to basic
human rights that should be enjoyed by everyone worldwide. This includes
the right to life, the freedom to express cultures, the right to participate in
politics, protecting children’s rights, and promoting social development.
SOCHUM also deals with issues concerning special groups such as the
elderly, people with disabilities, crime victims, and those affected by drugs.
SOCHUM aims to create peaceful solutions to social, humanitarian, and
cultural problems around the world. It studies human rights issues, listens
to experts, and works with other UN agencies to create resolutions that
influence practices in member states. SOCHUM also initiates studies that
encourage recommendations for the promotion of international cooperation
and fundamental freedoms for all.

2 Introduction to agenda item 1: Emphasizing and
advocating the rights of Igbtqgia+ and Effects of
International Discrimination on Communities in Digital
Apps

2.1Emphasizing and advocating the rights of Igbtgia+
Advocating for LGBT rights means fighting for equal treatment, safety,and dignity for
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. It focuses on preventing
discrimination and violence, protecting equal rights in places such as;social,
educational, economical and healthcare. LGBT advocacy can be in many forms
such as community organizing, education legal action, political participation, public
awareness campaigns and much more. It has also played an important role in issues
such as challenging discriminatory policies and social stereotypes and encouraging
governments and institutions to provide equal protection and support for everyone.



Organized advocacy for LGBT rights began in the late 19th century in Germany, with
the founding of the world’s first known homosexual rights organization which is the
Scientific Human Committee in Berlin in 1897. In 1924, the Society for Human Rights
was founded in Chicago, it was one of the earliest known LGBT rights organizations
in the United States. And as time has passed, there have been multiple
organizations, policies, events and uprisings regarding the advocacy of the LGBT
community.

In conclusion, there have been multiple occasions where the LGBT community has
made a huge impact in social, educational, political and economic equality for people
that are gay, lesbian, transgender, queer or otherwise part of a sexual and gender
minorities.

Key terms and definitions

LGBTQ+: An acronym for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and Intersex.
The plus sign includes other sexual and gender identities.

Sexual Orientation: Who a person is physically or romantically attracted to.
Examples include gay, lesbian, bisexual, and straight.

Gender Identity: A person's inner sense of being male, female, both, or neither. This
may or may not match the sex they were assigned at birth.

Cisgender: A person whose gender identity matches the sex they were assigned at
birth.

Transgender: An umbrella term for people whose gender identity differs from the
sex they were assigned at birth.

Non-binary: A term for people whose gender identity does not fit strictly into the
categories of strictly male or female.

Ally: A person who does not identify as LGBTQ+ but supports equal civil rights,
gender equality, and social movements for the community.

Coming Out: The process in which a person accepts and shares their sexual
orientation or gender identity with others.

Outing: Sharing someone else’s sexual orientation or gender identity without their
permission. This can be dangerous or harmful.



Intersectionality: The idea that social identities such as race, class, gender, and
sexuality overlap to create unique forms of discrimination or privilege.

Decriminalization: The removal of criminal laws that punish people for their sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Historical background

Enlightenment era: In eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe, same-sex sexual
behavior and cross-dressing were widely considered to be socially unacceptable,
and were serious crimes under sodomy and sumptuary laws. There were, however,
some exceptions. For example, in the 17th-century cross-dressing was common in
plays, as evident in the content of many of William Shakespeare's plays and by the
actors in actual performance (since female roles in Elizabethan theater were always
performed by males, usually prepubescent boys). Thomas Cannon wrote what may
be the earliest published defense of homosexuality in English, Ancient and Modern
Pederasty Investigated and Exemplify'd (1749). Although only fragments of his work
have survived, it was a humorous anthology of homosexual advocacy, written with
an obvious enthusiasm for its subject. It contains the argument: "Unnatural Desire is
a Contradiction in Terms; downright Nonsense. Desire is an amatory Impulse of the
inmost human Parts: Are not they, however, constructed, and consequently impelling
Nature? Social reformer Jeremy Bentham wrote the first known argument for
homosexual law reform in England around 1785, at a time when the legal penalty for

buggery was death by hanging.

Emergence of LGBTQ movement: In many ways, social attitudes to homosexuality
became more hostile during the late Victorian era. In 1885, the Labouchere Amendment was
included in the Criminal Law Amendment Act, which criminalized 'any act of gross indecency
with another male person'; a charge that was successfully invoked to convict playwright
Oscar Wilde in 1895 with the most severe sentence possible under the Act. The first person
known to describe himself as a drag queen was William Dorsey Swann, born enslaved in
Hancock, Maryland. Swann was the first American on record who pursued legal and political
action to defend the LGBTQ community's right to assemble.! During the 1880s and 1890s,
Swann organized a series of drag balls in Washington, D.C. Swann was arrested in police

raids numerous times, including in the first documented case of arrests for female
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impersonation in the United States, on April 12, 1888. Karl Heinrich Ulrichs was one of the
earliest men to publicly state their homosexuality. He wrote many essays defending
homosexuality, establishing scientific terms and categories for the groups that now make up
the LGBTQ+ community. Homosexual men were Urnings or Uranians, while homosexual

women were Dionings. In 1867, he staged the first public gay rights protest.

Scientific Humanitarian committee: While there is no overarching organization
representing all LGBTQ people, numerous advocacy groups, grassroots networks,
and community-based organizations work to advance related causes. The earliest
known LGBTQ rights organization was the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee,
founded in Berlin in 1897.

From the radical Gay Liberation movement of the early 1970s arose a more
reformistand single-issue Gay Rights movement, which portrayed gays and lesbians
as a minority group and used the language of civil rights in many respects continuing
the work of the homophile period. In Berlin, for example, the radical Homosexual
Action West Berlin was eclipsed by the General Homosexual Working Group

Gay and lesbian rights advocates argued that one's sexual orientation does not
reflect on one's gender; that is, "you can be a man and desire a man... without any
implications for your gender identity as a man," and the same is true if you are a
woman.

In 1974, Maureen Colquhoun came out as the first Lesbian Member of
Parliament(MP) for the Labour Party in the UK. When elected she was married in a
heterosexual marriage.

In 1975, the groundbreaking film portraying homosexual gay icon Quentin Crisp's
life, The Naked Civil Servant, was transmitted by Thames Television for the British
Television channel ITV. The British journal Gay Left also began publication.After
British Home Stores sacked an openly gay trainee Tony Whitehead, a national
campaign subsequently picketed their stores in protest.

In 1977, Harvey Milk was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors
becoming the first openly gay man in the State of California to be elected to public
office. Milk was assassinated by a former city supervisor Dan White in 1978.

In 1977, a former Miss America contestant and orange juice spokesperson, Anita
Bryant, began a campaign "Save Our Children", in Dade County, Florida (greater
Miami), which proved to be a major setback in the Gay Liberation movement.
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Essentially, she established an organization which put forth an amendment to the
laws of the county which resulted in the firing of many public school teachers on the
suspicion that they were homosexual.

In 1979, a number of people in Sweden called in sick with a case of being
homosexual, in protest of homosexuality being classified as an iliness. This was
followed by an activist occupation of the main office of the National Board of Health
and Welfare. Within a few months, Sweden became the first country in the world to
remove homosexuality as an illness.

Between 1980 and 1988, the international gay community rallied behind Eliane
Morissens, a Belgian lesbian who had been fired from her teaching post for coming
out on television and bringing attention to employment discrimination. The case
prompted protests, articles, and fundraising events throughout Europe and the
Americas.

As of 2025, same-sex marriages are recognized in Andorra, Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark,
Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Portugal, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Uruguay.

The Netherlands was the first country to allow same-sex marriage in 2001. Following
with Belgium in 2003 and Spain and Canada in 2005. South Africa became the first
African nation to legalize same-sex marriage in 2006, and is currently the only
African nation where same-sex marriage is legal.

On October 22, 2009, the assembly of the Church of Sweden, voted strongly in
favour of giving its blessing to homosexual couples, including the use of the term
marriage, ("matrimony").

Iceland became the first country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage through
a unanimous vote: 49-0, on June 11, 2010. A month later, Argentina became the first
country in Latin America to legalize same-sex marriage.

On June 26, 2015, in Obergefell v. Hodges, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-to-4 that
the Constitution requires that same-sex couples be allowed to marry no matter
where they live in the United States. With this ruling, the United States became the
17th country to legalize same-sex marriages entirely.

Between September 12 and November 7, 2017, Australia held a national survey on
the subject of same sex marriage; 61.6% of respondents supported legally
recognizing same-sex marriage nationwide. This cleared the way for a private
member's bill to be debated in the federal parliament.
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In 2019, Taiwan became the first country in Asia to allow same-sex marriage. There
has been a legal movement attempting to recognise marriage equality in Japan.

3. Effects of International Discrimination on Communities in Digital
Apps

LGBTQ+ individuals’ identities often intersect with one or multiple other groups in
vulnerable situations, and many of their experiences both on and offline are shaped
by their sexual orientation or gender identity, both positively and negatively. A 2017
school report by UK-based Stonewall found that 95% of surveyed LGBTQ+ youth
said the internet helped them find positive role models, while 90% felt they could be
themselves online. Conversely, a 2022 survey by the Trevor Project found that 63%
of respondents felt that their own homes were not LGBTQ+ affirming spaces, while
45% believed the same was true of their schools. The Internet has played a
considerable role in the development and organization of the LGBTQ+ community. It
represents an empowering tool for LGBTQ+ people to meet with each other, to build
networks and join forces, to access information and acquire knowledge about vital
healthcare issues, as well as to express, spread, and strengthen their political
claims.

Furthermore, it is clear that the boundary between the online and the real world is
blurring. The Internet today is the medium for a huge amount of human interaction,
and it has certainly become enmeshed in the daily transactions that define our
reality. In this context, debate about how digital technologies can contribute to the
healing of society is urgent. The case of the LGBTQ+ community embodies the
duality that new technologies present. The existence of a queer imagined community
created and mediated by technologies and how individuals interact with them: queer
individuals use and stretch online practices to create, explore, and express their
identities in a network of shared experiences and ways of doing things. This has
usually been attributed to the anonymity and privacy the Internet yields to users and
their perceived capacity to escape social stigma and isolation online. Moreover,
concerns about the negative consequences many online platforms can have aren’t
unfounded, and the need to find solutions for these problems and regulate big tech
companies is as pressing as ever. It remains embedded in the social context it
emerged from and, as such, the Internet can easily favor powerful societal actors. An
especially crucial matter is the amplification and reproduction of real-world
discrimination online, which affects specific groups to a larger extent, as is the case
with the LGBTQ+ community. It is clear that the LGBTQ+ community is coming
under threat in a huge number of different ways. As an example, the Center for
Countering Digital Hate finds that slurs against the LGBTQ+ community on X have
increased by 119% since 2022. LGBTQ+ individuals aren’t only suffering from huge
amounts of hate and bigotry online, but are also subject to censorship, invasive
data-gathering practices, data leaks, discrimination, and physical violence.
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Anti-LGBTQ+ hate and misinformation online can contribute to the normalization of
discrimination, dehumanize members of the community, generate fear, and
undermine their fundamental rights. Although online hate does not directly cause
every instance of offline violence, it can reinforce existing prejudices and create an
environment in which harassment, discrimination, and violence become more likely.

These circumstances can also negatively affect the LGBTQ+ community’s
psychological well-being and behavior. There are several examples showing how
online hate and extremist rhetoric can be connected to dangerous offline
consequences. In 2022, Lee Aldrich killed five people and injured 19 others at an
LGBTQ+ club in Colorado Springs, in the U.S. Prosecutors found evidence of the
shooter’s hate for the LGBTQ+ community. After the crime, far-right influencers and
media doubled down on anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric. A report by GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation) and the Anti-Defamation League found that the
“‘grooming” conspiracy theory was cited in at least 191 anti-LGBTQ+ incidents of
harassment, vandalism, and assault in the U.S. between June 2022 and April 2023.
In total, they identified at least 356 incidents of anti-LGBTQ+ hate and extremism
during that period. In that case, it is even clearer that there was disruption and
violation of the fundamental rights of LGBTQ+ individuals.

3.1 Key terms and definitions

Homophobia: Negative attitudes, prejudice, fear, or hostility toward homosexual
people or homosexuality.

Digital Discrimination: Unfair treatment of individuals or groups in digital
environments based on characteristics such as sexual orientation or gender identity.

Online Hate Speech: Speech or writing that attacks or threatens a particular group,
particularly based on characteristics such as sexual orientation.

Content Moderation: The process of reviewing and managing content to ensure
compliance with platform policies.

Online Censorship: The suppression or restriction of information or content in
online environments.

Misinformation & Disinformation: Incorrect or misleading information;
disinformation refers specifically to false information deliberately spread to mislead
others.



Algorithmic Bias: Systematic bias or unfairness resulting from the design, data, or
operation of an algorithm.

Hate-Based Harassment: Unwanted or abusive behavior directed at individuals or
groups because of characteristics such as sexual orientation or gender identity.

Platform Accountability: The responsibility of digital platforms to explain and take
responsibility for their policies, decisions, and actions.

3.2 Historical Background

Inthe 1800s, early efforts to understand the range of human sexual behavior came
from European doctors and scientists including Carl von Westphal, Richard von
Krafft-Ebing and Havelock Ellis. Their writings were sympathetic to the concept of a
homosexual or bisexual orientation occurring naturally in an identifiable segment of
human beings. The primary organization for gay men as an oppressed cultural
minority was the Mattachine Society, founded in 1950. Other important homophile
organizations on the West Coast included one, and the first lesbian support network,
Daughters of Bilitis. Through meetings and publications, these groups offered
information and outreach to thousands. Throughout the 1950s and 60s, gay men and
lesbians continued to be at risk for psychiatric lockup as well as jail, losing jobs and
child custody when courts and clinics defined gay love as sick and criminal. In 1973,
the American Psychiatric Association removed homosexuality as an “illness”
classification from its diagnostic manual. And that rapidly became one of the key
points for developing LGBTQ+ rights.

:an §f8r?e%?0’aﬂ"lﬁ5?§%egan on June 28, 1969. Through the 1960s, almost everything

about living as LGBTQ+ individuals was a violation of law and policy. New York City’s
prohibitions against homosexual activities were particularly harsh. Some people

were arrested for wearing clothing that matched their sex. Also, serving alcoholic
beverages to homosexuals was prohibited in most places. Moreover, those who lived
homosexual lives in secret faced blackmail as a crucial threat. Discrimination and
fear were tools to isolate people when homosexuality was hidden. After Stonewall,
being “out and proud” in numbers clearly was a significant strategy that strengthened
the movement. At first, it appeared to be a routine raid, and a crowd gathered

outside to watch for friends in the bar. But as police vans came to haul away those
arrested, the crowd became angry, began throwing objects, and attempted to block



the way. The confrontation grew as the fire department and the NYPD’s Tactical
Patrol Force, trained for riot control, joined police reinforcements sent to the scene.
The Stonewall Uprising became a major turning point in the modern LGBTQ+ rights
movement. It contributed to the growth of LGBTQ+ movements and organizations
and encouraged individuals to openly fight for their rights. That led to LGBTQ+ rights
organizations becoming more visible, and the movement continued to grow both
nationally and internationally.

In the 1990s, with the Internet becoming rapidly integrated into life and over the
years, the Internet has had an undeniable importance for LGBTQ+ people in
providing a safe space for communities to share interests, experiences, and
encouraging real connections. However, LGBTQ+ people are continuously targeted
online by hate, tropes, and conspiracy theories. Furthermore, while social media
platforms portray themselves as neutral, they facilitate, promote, and even profit from
censorship and online hate, further excluding and eroding the safety of the LGBTQ+
community online and in the real world. Multiple studies indicate that LGBTQ+ youth
spend more time on social media and other online platforms than their peers, while
the increase in usage is associated with an increased risk of exposure to
cyberbullying and online negativity, and that can cause fear of being outed, while
associated identity self-censorship can also increase feelings of isolation, shame,
and fear of rejection.

According to the 2022 report by GLAAD, 40% of LGBTQ+ adults, as well as 49% of
transgender and non-binary people, do not feel welcomed and safe on social media.
Hate speech and misinformation are a big driver of those anti-LGBTQ+ bills.
Platforms are largely meeting this dangerous misinformation with inaction and often
do not enforce their own policies regarding such content. Moreover, at approximately
the same time, a report by the Anti-Defamation League revealed that 66% of
LGBTQ+ survey respondents reported experiencing hate-based online harassment.
That report also showed that 54% of LGBTQ+ respondents reported experiencing
severe harassment, which covers physical threats, stalking, sexual harassment, and
doxing. In the 2010s, in February on Twitter, the top subject was a different
controversial topic—that of gay rights. With 13% of the news links, most of the focus
was on Pope Benedict’s opposition to Britain’s proposed “Equality Bill,” which would
grant equal rights to gays. Bloggers discussed the Pope’s position along with
Senator John McCain’s apparent shift on the military “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. For
the most part, online commenters criticized both McCain and the Pope for their
perceived intolerance. In December 2022, the ADL Center for Technology and
Society published a feature that provided an important exploration of networked
harassment, an increasingly dangerous phenomenon.

An additional pair of reports from GLAAD and the ADL in the summer of 2023
documented 500 incidents of anti-LGBTQ+ hate and extremism nationwide. The
2023 ADL Online Hate and Harassment Report found that LGBTQ+ people,
especially transgender respondents, continue to be among the most harassed



marginalized demographic groups online. 76% of transgender respondents reported
being harassed in their lifetimes, with 51% of transgender respondents reporting
harassment in the past 12 months. After transgender respondents, LGBTQ+ people
experienced the most harassment, at 47%, in the past 12 months. According to
Human Rights Watch’s February 2023 report, the targeting of LGBTQ+ people online
is enabled by their precarious legal status. In the absence of protection by laws or
sufficient digital platform regulations, both security forces and private individuals
have been able to target LGBTQ+ people with impunity. Under the United Nations
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, social media companies have a
responsibility to respect human rights, including the rights to nondiscrimination,
privacy, and freedom of expression. Digital platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram,
and Grindr, are not doing enough to protect users vulnerable to digital targeting.
Digital platforms should invest in content moderation, particularly in Arabic, by
quickly removing abusive content as well as content that could put users at risk.
Platforms should conduct human rights due diligence that includes identifying,
preventing, ceasing, mitigating, remediating, and accounting for potential and actual
adverse impacts of digital targeting on human rights.

ADL’s multiple analyses found that Meta (Facebook and Instagram) has accepted
large sums of money for ads on hateful topics such as antisemitism and transphobia.
Despite Meta forbidding baseless accusations of “grooming” that target the LGBTQ+
community because they violate its hate speech policy, the company continues to
profit from political ads promoting such hateful messages. Approximately 2.9 billion
people use at least one of Meta’s platforms daily, including Facebook and Instagram.
Even though Meta has policies that state that it has a responsibility to promote the
best of what people can do together by keeping people safe and preventing harm,
Meta regularly fails its users by profiting from ads that promote antisemitism and
homophobia.

3.3 Major Country Roles
USA

In the United States, there were few attempts to create advocacy groups supporting
gay and lesbian relationships until after World War Il. However, before the war, gay
life flourished in urban centers such as New York’s Greenwich Village and Harlem
during the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. The Harlem Renaissance introduced a
gay underworld to straight patrons during Prohibition, defying race and sex codes in
clubs. In 1973, the American Psychiatric Association (APA) removed homosexuality
from the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. As mentioned in the
historical background, this decision influenced the development of LGBTQ+ rights
and anti-discrimination movements in the United States and beyond. According to a
2013 Pew Research Center survey, 80% of LGBTQ+ adults in the United States
used social networking sites daily, and 55% reported that they met new LGBTQ+



friends online. However, it is also common to be exposed to digital discrimination.
After the Matthew Shepard Act, the FBI's hate crime data collection system was
changed. The 2013 Hate Crime Statistics report was the first FBI report after the Act
came into effect to include categories for gender identity and gender bias. Despite the
Act, according to the ADL’s 2023 nationally representative study, 51% of transgender
individuals and 47% of LGBTQ+ individuals experienced online harassment within the
previous 12 months.

Netherlands

Historically, Amsterdam has been known for its liberal and progressive attitudes,
especially towards LGBTQ+ rights. The Netherlands was the first country in the
world to legalize same-sex marriage in 2001. However, this progressive image does
not necessarily translate into the lived experiences of all individuals, particularly
those from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds. COC Netherlands is a Dutch
LGBTQ+ rights group founded in 1946. It is the oldest existing LGBT organization in
the world. The local organizations focus on activities and advocacy within their
region. They offer personal support, support groups, information, educational
lessons at high schools, and provide venues where gays and lesbians can meet.
Furthermore, in May 2026, a broad alliance of Dutch queer organizations and digital
rights advocates launched a legal challenge against Meta, the parent company of
Instagram and Facebook. The group, represented by the law firm Bureau Brandeis,
argues that the platform is engaging in discriminatory practices by systematically
removing the Instagram accounts of LGBTQ+ initiatives without clear justification or
a fair appeals process. This action indicates the coalition’s commitment to protecting
LGBTQ+ individuals’ digital rights and addressing discriminatory practices online.

China

Members of the LGBTQ+ community have often been fearful of discrimination in
China. Homosexuality was decriminalized in 1997, but it was nonetheless regarded
as a mental disease until 2001, and same-sex marriage is still illegal in China. While
all Chinese citizens are constitutionally guaranteed equality and the inviolable
freedom of expression, China’s Cybersecurity Law restricts the dissemination of
information that undermines the “social order,” and the release of information for and
about the LGBTQIA+ community could be considered illegal. Evidence of hardening
attitudes towards the LGBT+ community has been increasing for some time. Several
Danmei writers (Danmei is a genre of Chinese literature and fiction that focuses on
romantic and homosexual relationships between male characters), most of whom
are female, have reported being arrested and questioned by the authorities.
Shanghai Pride shut down in 2020, and one year later, the government shut down
student LGBT+ accounts for “violating internet regulations.” Grindr disappeared in
2022, and in 2023, the Beijing LGBT Centre closed its doors after 15 years.
Tencent’'s WeChat social media network has blocked dozens of LGBTQ+ university
student profiles, saying that some had broken internet information guidelines,



prompting worries of a crackdown on gay content online. The social media site has
deactivated accounts linked to the LGBTQ+ community and university-based LGBTQ+
groups in response to their activities.

Saudi Arabia

Across the Arab world, LGBTQ communities still struggle to gain social recognition,
and individuals still face legal penalties for consensual activities. In Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and Iraq, homosexuality is punishable by death. In Saudi Arabia, religious
police have outed individuals, resulting in their confinement. One man in the kingdom
was arrested by the religious police for using Facebook to find and date other men.
Another man in Saudi Arabia was jailed for three years and tortured with 150 lashes
after a police officer trapped him in a public chatroom and asked to meet in person with
all of his makeup and drag outfits in tow. Men who are arrested are often detained in a
cell designated for gay men in Braiman Prison in Jeddah, where 50—75 men have been
reported to be packed into a single cell. It's not just individuals doing the censoring.
State censorship of sexual content abounds online, and LGBTQ content in particular is
frequently a target. Support and health websites, as well as LGBTQ publications, are
regularly shut down or become inactive.

3.4 Questions to be addressed

1- How can digital platforms effectively prevent discrimination and hate speech
against LGBTQ+ individuals??

2 - What role should international organizations and governments play in protecting
the digital rights of LGBTQ+ communities?

3 - How can international cooperation be strengthened to address digital
discrimination against LGBTQ+ communities?

4 -How can digital platforms provide effective and accessible reporting mechanisms
for LGBTQ+ victims of online discrimination??

5- What are the root causes of opposition against the LGBTQA+ community? How
can the committee take measures without invading country policy?

6- How can other UN bodies and Non Governmental Organizations help SOCHUM
take measures regarding the advocacy of LGBTQ rights and discrimination on
communities in digital apps?

7-7- How can member states balance the enforcement of national cyber-security or
content regulations with the protection of LGBTQ+ individuals' rights to digital privacy
and free expression?



8- What guidelines can be established to hold social media corporations accountable
for algorithmic bias and the monetization of hate speech targeting vulnerable
communities?
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	Letter from the secretary general
	1.Introduction to the committee:
	The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee(SOCHUM) is the Third Committee of the United Nations General Assembly. It was established in 1945 and later helped with the creation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. SOCHUM focuses on issues related to basic human rights that should be enjoyed by everyone worldwide. This includes the right to life, the freedom to express cultures, the right to participate in politics, protecting children’s rights, and promoting social development. SOCHUM also deals with issues concerning special groups such as the elderly, people with disabilities, crime victims, and those affected by drugs. SOCHUM aims to create peaceful solutions to social, humanitarian, and cultural problems around the world. It studies human rights issues, listens to experts, and works with other UN agencies to create resolutions that influence practices in member states. SOCHUM also initiates studies that encourage recommendations for the promotion of international cooperation and fundamental freedoms for all.
	2 Introduction to agenda item 1: Emphasizing and advocating the rights of lgbtqia+ and Effects of International Discrimination on Communities in Digital Apps
	2.1Emphasizing and advocating the rights of lgbtqia+

	Key terms and definitions
	Historical background
	impersonation in the United States, on April 12, 1888. Karl Heinrich Ulrichs was one of the earliest men to publicly state their homosexuality. He wrote many essays defending homosexuality, establishing scientific terms and categories for the groups that now make up the LGBTQ+ community. Homosexual men were Urnings or Uranians, while homosexual women were Dionings. In 1867, he staged the first public gay rights protest.
	Scientific Humanitarian committee: While there is no overarching organization representing all LGBTQ people, numerous advocacy groups, grassroots networks, and community-based organizations work to advance related causes. The earliest known LGBTQ rights organization was the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee, founded in Berlin in 1897.
	From the radical Gay Liberation movement of the early 1970s arose a more reformistand single-issue Gay Rights movement, which portrayed gays and lesbians as a minority group and used the language of civil rights in many respects continuing the work of the homophile period. In Berlin, for example, the radical Homosexual Action West Berlin was eclipsed by the General Homosexual Working Group
	Gay and lesbian rights advocates argued that one's sexual orientation does not reflect on one's gender; that is, "you can be a man and desire a man... without any implications for your gender identity as a man," and the same is true if you are a woman.
	In 1974, Maureen Colquhoun came out as the first Lesbian Member of Parliament(MP) for the Labour Party in the UK. When elected she was married in a heterosexual marriage.
	In 1975, the groundbreaking film portraying homosexual gay icon Quentin Crisp's life, The Naked Civil Servant, was transmitted by Thames Television for the British Television channel ITV. The British journal Gay Left also began publication.After British Home Stores sacked an openly gay trainee Tony Whitehead, a national campaign subsequently picketed their stores in protest.
	In 1977, Harvey Milk was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors becoming the first openly gay man in the State of California to be elected to public office. Milk was assassinated by a former city supervisor Dan White in 1978.
	In 1977, a former Miss America contestant and orange juice spokesperson, Anita Bryant, began a campaign "Save Our Children", in Dade County, Florida (greater Miami), which proved to be a major setback in the Gay Liberation movement.
	Essentially, she established an organization which put forth an amendment to the laws of the county which resulted in the firing of many public school teachers on the suspicion that they were homosexual.
	In 1979, a number of people in Sweden called in sick with a case of being homosexual, in protest of homosexuality being classified as an illness. This was followed by an activist occupation of the main office of the National Board of Health and Welfare. Within a few months, Sweden became the first country in the world to remove homosexuality as an illness.
	Between 1980 and 1988, the international gay community rallied behind Eliane Morissens, a Belgian lesbian who had been fired from her teaching post for coming out on television and bringing attention to employment discrimination. The case prompted protests, articles, and fundraising events throughout Europe and the Americas.
	As of 2025, same-sex marriages are recognized in Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Uruguay.
	The Netherlands was the first country to allow same-sex marriage in 2001. Following with Belgium in 2003 and Spain and Canada in 2005. South Africa became the first African nation to legalize same-sex marriage in 2006, and is currently the only African nation where same-sex marriage is legal.
	On October 22, 2009, the assembly of the Church of Sweden, voted strongly in favour of giving its blessing to homosexual couples, including the use of the term marriage, ("matrimony").
	Iceland became the first country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage through a unanimous vote: 49–0, on June 11, 2010. A month later, Argentina became the first country in Latin America to legalize same-sex marriage.
	On June 26, 2015, in Obergefell v. Hodges, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-to-4 that the Constitution requires that same-sex couples be allowed to marry no matter where they live in the United States. With this ruling, the United States became the 17th country to legalize same-sex marriages entirely.
	Between September 12 and November 7, 2017, Australia held a national survey on the subject of same sex marriage; 61.6% of respondents supported legally recognizing same-sex marriage nationwide. This cleared the way for a private member's bill to be debated in the federal parliament.
	3. Effects of International Discrimination on Communities in Digital Apps
	3.1 Key terms and definitions
	3.2 Historical Background
	The Stonewall Riots

	the way. The confrontation grew as the fire department and the NYPD’s Tactical Patrol Force, trained for riot control, joined police reinforcements sent to the scene. The Stonewall Uprising became a major turning point in the modern LGBTQ+ rights movement. It contributed to the growth of LGBTQ+ movements and organizations and encouraged individuals to openly fight for their rights. That led to LGBTQ+ rights organizations becoming more visible, and the movement continued to grow both nationally and internationally.
	In the 1990s, with the Internet becoming rapidly integrated into life and over the years, the Internet has had an undeniable importance for LGBTQ+ people in providing a safe space for communities to share interests, experiences, and encouraging real connections. However, LGBTQ+ people are continuously targeted online by hate, tropes, and conspiracy theories. Furthermore, while social media platforms portray themselves as neutral, they facilitate, promote, and even profit from censorship and online hate, further excluding and eroding the safety of the LGBTQ+ community online and in the real world. Multiple studies indicate that LGBTQ+ youth spend more time on social media and other online platforms than their peers, while the increase in usage is associated with an increased risk of exposure to cyberbullying and online negativity, and that can cause fear of being outed, while associated identity self-censorship can also increase feelings of isolation, shame, and fear of rejection.
	According to the 2022 report by GLAAD, 40% of LGBTQ+ adults, as well as 49% of transgender and non-binary people, do not feel welcomed and safe on social media. Hate speech and misinformation are a big driver of those anti-LGBTQ+ bills. Platforms are largely meeting this dangerous misinformation with inaction and often do not enforce their own policies regarding such content. Moreover, at approximately the same time, a report by the Anti-Defamation League revealed that 66% of LGBTQ+ survey respondents reported experiencing hate-based online harassment. That report also showed that 54% of LGBTQ+ respondents reported experiencing severe harassment, which covers physical threats, stalking, sexual harassment, and doxing. In the 2010s, in February on Twitter, the top subject was a different controversial topic—that of gay rights. With 13% of the news links, most of the focus was on Pope Benedict’s opposition to Britain’s proposed “Equality Bill,” which would grant equal rights to gays. Bloggers discussed the Pope’s position along with Senator John McCain’s apparent shift on the military “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. For the most part, online commenters criticized both McCain and the Pope for their perceived intolerance. In December 2022, the ADL Center for Technology and Society published a feature that provided an important exploration of networked harassment, an increasingly dangerous phenomenon.
	An additional pair of reports from GLAAD and the ADL in the summer of 2023 documented 500 incidents of anti-LGBTQ+ hate and extremism nationwide. The 2023 ADL Online Hate and Harassment Report found that LGBTQ+ people, especially transgender respondents, continue to be among the most harassed
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